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Mission

Vision

A special place for children and their
families where play and education
connect through exploration and
discovery.

We strive to provide a positive learning environment
through community partnership with interactive
programs and captivating exhibits that exceed
children’s wildest dreams and imaginations.

Our story 
so far
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Dear Friends, 

The concept behind Above & Beyond Children’s Museum all began with a
traveling road show featuring interactive children’s exhibits. Next year, we
will celebrate 30 years as an organization and beloved community hub for
Sheboygan County and beyond.

This year Above & Beyond prioritized responding to the needs of our
community and filling essential learning gaps. This led us to plan big
projects like the All-Abilities Purple Octopus Playground, scheduled to be
completed Summer 2022. The outdoor playground will provide an all-
access play space to all who visit downtown Sheboygan. 2021 has also
paved the way for our Culture Exchange, coming November 2022, which
will incorporate both long-term and short-term focuses on global culture
and diversity.

Four new programs were introduced this year to address the need for
first-time parent programs, good food education, and mental health
resources. These include BYOB-Bring Your Own Baby, Kindermusik/Music
for Littles, Good Food Club, and Play is Healing. Our community partners
grew to 15 organizations, all of which collaborated with us to create unique
experiences throughout Sheboygan County. To combat the child care
crisis so many in our County are experiencing, Above & Beyond is actively
working with the City of Sheboygan and the Sheboygan Area School
District to create in-school field trips and after-hours childcare
throughout the week. 

Now, we look forward to our next ten years. We’re not content to sit back
now— in fact, it's full steam ahead. We know there is still so much to
discover. More families to welcome, more neighborhoods to reach, and
more collaborations with partners ahead. We look forward to continuing
to work with the community members, organizations, and companies who
share our vision for the children and families we serve.

In Gratitude, 

Jackie Erdman 
Executive Director



Each figure represents 1,000 visitors.

ABCM By the Numbers

4
NEW 

partnership
programs 

3,000
Programs 
and event 
attendees 

 

15
NEW 

Community 
Partners

$434,200
Raised for All-Abilities

Purple Octopus
Playground

543 
NEW 

Members
 

20,000+ 
children and caregivers
visited in 2021

587
Reduced-cost
memberships

through Family
Access program

2,000 
Member families



Bringing the All-Abilities Purple Octopus Playground to Life.

As Above & Beyond Children's Museum continues to grow, we continue to assess how to bring our play
spaces out into the wider community. The All-Abilities Playground will be installed Summer of 2022 and is an
all-access public outdoor playground that will be located on our green space next to the museum building. 
 The playground has provided us the opportunity to build something that is as beautiful as it is fun to play on.
An outdoor exhibit that children of all backgrounds and abilities will have the opportunity to interact with.  

Instead of a standard playground, the Children’s Museum connected to the other public art pieces around
the downtown area to bring something wholly unique to Sheboygan. We found that MONSTRUM, the
internationally acclaimed playground company located in Norway, fit with our vision. They have perfected the
art of creating playscapes that are artistic in nature, structurally sound, and focused on child development. 
 
We have brought on Jos. Schmitt Construction to work alongside MONSTRUM to prep the site and install the
equipment. Once completed, it will be 90 feet in length and 47 feet wide with landscape designed by
Bookworm Gardens. 

Downtown Sheboygan does not currently have a public outdoor play space that is specifically ADA-
accessible. The playground is being designed with all-access components including a wheelchair transfer
platform in the head of the octopus and ground-level accessible equipment and nest swing.  

Parks and playgrounds are located some distance away from the main thoroughfare of the city and have to
be accessed via transportation. Installing a playground within the Museum’s green space allows us to reach
people of all socio-economic levels and abilities - whether they are just visiting Sheboygan or are growing 
up here. 

Play for All

https://monstrum.dk/en
http://www.jschmitt.cc/


Exhibit Sponsorship
$421,350

Charitable Contributions
$166,319

Admission
$38,410

Fundraising Events
$37,913

Personnel
$144,026

Exhibit Construction/Maintenance
$119,986

Administrative
$48,952

Facility
$26,880 Depreciation

$20,960

Marketing
$12,818

2021 Financials

Earned revenue accounted for 30% of the museum’s income in 2021 due to the museum being
closed until June. We are deeply grateful for the generosity of community members, whose
contributions provided the remaining 70% of the operating income.  This includes the amount raised
for the All-Abilities Purple Octopus Playground.

Operating Income: $626,493

Museum expenses are focused on serving visitors every day by providing safe, working exhibits;
multi-disciplinary programming; and knowledgeable staff and volunteers who facilitate learning,
skill-building, and fun. 

Operating Expenses: $391,611

Fundraising
$6,855

Programs + Special Events
$4,407

Above & Beyond Children's Museum's 
990 is available upon request.

Programs
$6,565

Membership
$18,300

Birthday Parties + Rentals
$7,870



Helping heal the community.

In 2021, Above & Beyond Children’s Museum (ABCM), Mental Health America (MHA) in Sheboygan County, the
Sheboygan County YMCA, and the Sheboygan Community Recreation Department embarked on a campaign
centered on mental health and wellness for children and their families in Sheboygan County and beyond. Our
organization’s educators and leadership staff teamed up to provide playful educational opportunities
developed to support our community’s overall health and well-being. 

The Play Is Healing campaign began with Phase 1 in Spring with virtual sessions entitled “A Mindful Recess.”
The sessions were guided by a mental health facilitator and recorded in various locations at ABCM and the
YMCA locations in Sheboygan and Sheboygan Falls. 

The program entered its second phase in summer with the goal to “Bring Back the Fun in 2021!” The Children’s
Museum educators, alongside MHA, YMCA, and the Recreation Department staff, offered a variety of pop-
up play experiences at various participating locations and parks throughout the County. For its third phase
beginning in September, the Play is Healing partners moved onsite to their locations throughout the County.  

Each Play is Healing session included a variety of structured and unstructured play opportunities geared
towards elementary students and their families. Some of these involved gross motor skill building, playground
exercises, songs and stretches, mindful story time, and a craft or art-making activity. Through generous
sponsors, there was little to no cost to attend and we saw 1,110 families join Play is Healing throughout the
year. Our hope for next year is to expand field trip options with the Play is Healing partners and offer multiple
location options for school educators.   

Play is Healing



$50,000 +
Melitta S. & Joan M. Pick Charitable Trust
Jay Christopher 

$25,000-$49,999
Catharine B. Stayer Family Foundation, Inc.
City of Sheboygan
Efroymson Family Fund
West Foundation, Inc.

$10,000-24,999
Becca Grace Foundation
David R. Sachse 
F.K. Bemis Family Foundation
Frank G. & Frieda K. Brotz Family Foundation
Harbor Centre Business Improvement District
Kohler Company
Kwik Trip
Lawrence and Kathleen Gentine 
Terry Kohler Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Green Bay Packers Foundation
HSHS St. Nicholas Hospital
John Michael Kohler Arts Center
Kohler Company
Sargento Foods Inc.
Town of Sheboygan Lions Club

$1,000-$4,999
Alliant Energy Foundation
Curt G. Joa, Inc.
David and Judy French 
Grover Family Foundation
Hayssen Family Foundation
Joseph Schmitt & Sons Construction
Kohler Foundation Inc
Laura and JP O'Hara
Linda and Warren Brauer
Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation
Masters Gallery Foods
Quasius Construction
RDK Foundation 
Sheboygan Evening Lions Club
Sheboygan Motor Company LLC
Vollrath Company, LLC
Ward Torke

$500-$999
Abacus Architects
Beth Gotwald
Beth and Mike O'Reilly
Carl and Megan Rickmeier 

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Emily Rendall-Araujo and Andres Araujo 
Great Lakes Cheese
Huberty & Associates, S.C.
Janet Ross 
Kohl Family Foundation
Laura and JP O'Hara
Lori and Paul Jochimsen
Paul and Heidi Rendall
Pat and Allan Fenn
Richard and Kristin Bemis 
Sartori Cheese
Sheboygan Pediatric Associates, S.C.
Thrivent - Turnhall Financial Group
UnitedOne Credit Union

$200-$499
Andrew Olenick 
Bonnie Butzen-Schmitz 
Elizabeth Bartelt 
HomeLight Inc.
Nicholas Stephani 
Plymouth Foam
Stacy and Peter Gantner 

Up to $100
Adria McCarthy 
Alicia Biddell 
alicia reichgeld 
Allison Catalano 
Amanda Eibs 
Amanda Heitzmann 
Amber Hollrith 
Andrew Domina 
Ann Wegner 
Anna and John Howell 
Anna Kampa 
Anne Kimball 
Ashlee Tyler 
Ashley Huibregtse 
Barb Kleine 
Beatriz Amador 
Becka Sellnow 
Ben Vorlob 
Beth & Al Thieme 
Brian McCann-Hermis 
Brianna Grimm 
Brittany Crawford 
Caitlin Halpin 
Caitlin Malone 
Caitlin Malone 
Cami Schenck 
Carolyn Reeves 

Charlotte Norman 
Christopher King 
Clarissa Buchner 
Cody Molkenthine 
Connie Sherwin & Samantha Rosales 
Corrine Hennen 
Daniel Hastreiter 
Danielle Valencia 
Darryl & Phyllis Gumm 
Dea De Guzman 
Denise Plaza 
Derek Storkson 
Donna Deeley 
Elizabeth Welhouse 
Ellen Cheney 
Erica Cochran 
Felicia Eckert 
Gary Meyer 
Greg Paff 
Heather Gehri 
Heather Vartanian 
Holly & Justin Wessel 
Holly Krauss 
Iysha Davis and Brandant Green 
Jamaul Johnson 
James Gutierrez 
James Gutierrez 
Jan Anderson 
Jason Macklin 
Jennifer Allen 
Jennifer and River Martin 
Jenny Bender 
Jeremy Vogel 
Jerry and Angela Bougher 
JOSEFINA RESTO 
Joshua Taubenheim 
Joyanne Singer 
Julie Smith 
Justyna, Matthew, and Luke Mrofcza 
Karley Haas 
Kate Sneed 
Kathleen & Dave Hoffman 
Kathleen Nimm 
Kathryn and Carl Martens 
Kathryn, James and Della Mae
Gutierrez 
Kathy Kurer 
Kati Meyerhofer 
Katie Gonring 
Kayla Schumacher 
Kelly Avenson 
Kevin Pauls 
 



Up to $100 continued
Kevin Warren 
Kim Miller
Kristin Lawrence 
Kristin Menart 
Laura Kowal 
Laura Kraft
Laura Schneider 
Lesli Reyna 
Louise Berg 
Lynda Torke
Mackenzie Munroe 
Mahlik Carroll 
Mai Chang 
Maria Contreras 
Martha Gammons 
Mary Golz 
Mary Louder 
Mary Grace Carlson 
Mead Library 
Melissa Berg 
Melody & Keith Kuether 
Michael Schroeder 
Mike OConnor 
Mitchell Steele 
Molly Kellogg 
Nadine Kearney and Emmett Gorski 
Nan Jiang 
Nena Bemis 
Nicholas Hempeck 
Nicole and Quinn Hundertmark 
Nicole Kirkpatrick 
Paige Soerens
Pamela Thayer 
Pat Kneser 
Patricia Cosgrove 
Rachael Wrench 
Rachel Kirsenlohr 
Rebecca Budnik 
Rebecca Janezick 
Rebecca Kuhlow 
Rebecca Murray 
Reggie Willman 
Robert & Julie Richter 
Robert Melzer 
Robert Wandrie 
Robin Baker 
Ruth and Janeth Orozco 
Sam DeBoer 
Samantha Krupp 
Samantha Parker 

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Sandra Chavez 
Sandra Wolf 
Sarah Haselow 
Sarah Ringwell 
Sarah Sutton 
Sarah, Carter and Ken Ringwell 
Scott Reader 
Sean Robertson 
Shamara Brand and Susan Clapinski 
Sheboygan Firefighters Charitable Trust
Shelly and Michael Jarvey 
Sherece Mcnary and Tommy Neuy 
Shirley Simonson 
Stacey and Tony Teresinski 
Stacy Stonequist 
Stefanie and Norman Marraccini 
Stephanie Stowers 
Stephanie Thayer 
Stephanie Thayer 
Stephen Scotland 
Steven Hoffman 
Steven Hoffman 
Summar Corrigan 
Swaminathan and Ilar Raghavan 
Tawni Boardman 
Theresa Schwartz 
Will Fluharty 

In-Kind Gifts 
Bookworm Gardens 
Dynamic Inc.
Festival Foods
Johnsonville Sausage 
Johnston's Bakery 
Seehafer Broadcasting

Tribute Gifts
In Memory of Dear Uncle Eddie 
In Honor of Dr. Robert Cline
In Memory of Jay Meyer

We apologize if we missed acknowledging
 your gift. Please let us know so 
we can correct our records.




